
R E G U L A T I O N

1. C ita tion  an d  com m encem ent
2. In te rp re ta tio n
3. General
4. G rad ing  specifications for beef
5. G rad ing  specifications for m utton
6. G rad ing  specifications for lam b
7. A ppeals against g rad ing
8. R evocation  of S .I. 68/1968

Statutory Instrument No. 21 o f  1972
L ivestock  and  M ea t  I ndustries L a w , 1962 

(32 of 1962)

GRADING OF CARCASES REGULATIONS, 1972
(Published on the \ lth  March, 19722

IN  E X E R C IS E  o f the  pow ers conferred  by section 3 o f the Livestock an d  M eat 
Industries Law, 1962, H is Excellency the P residen t has m ade the following regulations —

1. These regulations m ay be cited as the G rad in g  o f Carcases Regu- Citation and 

lations, 1972, an d  shall com e in to  force on the 1st dav of J a n u a ry , 1973. commence-
' ' m eet

2. In  these regulations, unless the context otherw ise requires —  inter-

"a n im a l”  m eans an y  bovine an im al o r sheep of any  a g e ; 1

" b e e f ’ m eans the m eat o f a bovine an im al —

(a) o f w hich an y  p a r t o f a fourth  m olar in the u p p er ja w  has erup ted  
th rough  the g u m ; or

(b) o f  w hich the head  has been separated  from  the body o r carcase 
(as the case m ay be) p rio r to the d e term ina tion  by  a m eat g rad e r of 
the sta te  of den tition  of such a n im a l;

"carcase” m eans the rem a in d er o f the body o f an  an im al after the blood has 
been d ra ined  an d  the hide, skin, ha ir, entrails, pluck, head , tro tters, 
cowheels, hoofs, feet, tail, d iap h rag m , genitals an d  u d d e r have been 
rem oved as the custom s or requ irem en ts m ay be in  respect o f  the 
relevant species of anim al, and includes any such rem ainder of a bovine 
an im al w hich has been d iv ided in to  two halves;

"Director” means the Director of Veterinary Services;

" la m b ” m eans the m eat o f  a sheep show ing no p erm a n en t incisors;

"m ea t g rad e r” m eans a pub lic  officer app o in ted  as a G rad in g  O fficer;

"mutton” means
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(a) in  th e  case of "C lass A ” , the m ea t of a sheep showing p erm anen t 
incisors b u t no t m ore th a n  four; and

(b) in  the  case of “ Class B” , the m ea t o f a sheep —

(i) show ing m ore th a n  four p e rm an en t inc iso rs; or

(ii) o f w hich the head  has been separated  from  the body  or 
carcase (as the case m ay be) p rio r to  the d e term ina tion  by 
a m eat g rader o f the sta te o f den tition  of such sheep.

3. N o tw ith stand ing  any th ing  to  the co n tra ry  in  these regulations, any 
carcase w hich exhibits signs o f stagginess o r is bruised o r m u tila ted  or 
over-fat or does not com ply w ith  all the requirem ents of a grade, m ay be 
g rad ed  one o r m ore grades low er than  the g rade  for w hich it otherw ise 
w ould  have qualified , depend ing  on the degree o f  stagginess o r over-fatness 
or the natu re , extent and location of the bruising and m utilation  or the 
degree to w hich it  does no t m eet all the requ irem en ts o f a grade.

4. (1) There shall be six grades o f beef, nam ely  S uper G rade, Prim e 
G radeyG rade , G rade 1, G rade 2, G rade  3 and  G rade 4.

(2) T h e  specifications for the various grades o f beef shall be as follows —

(a) Super Grade

T h e  carcases shall be o f a p ro p er finish, well-fleshed, o f a good 
quality , fairly  uniform ly covered w ith  firm  cream y w hite fat and 
derived  from  steers o r no n -p reg n an t heifers hav ing  n o t m ore than  
two p erm an en t incisors o r from  bulls whose carcases show no 
m arked  secondary  m asculine ch a rac te r in  the fo req u arte r an d  also 
have no p erm an en t incisors; or the carcases shall be reasonably  
w ell-finished, very well-fleshed, o f  a good q u a lity , fairly  uniform ly 
covered w ith  firm  cream y w hite  fat an d  derived from  steers or 
non -p reg n an t heifers hav ing  not m ore than  two p erm anen t 
incisors o r from  bulls whose carcases show no m arked  secondary 
m asculine ch a rac te r in  the fo re -quarte r and  also have no p erm anen t 
incisors:

Provided th a t no carcase of w hich the udder has been m utilated  
or rem oved before grading, except for health  reasons, shall be 
included in this grade.

(b) Prime Grade

P rim e G rade  shall be d iv ided in to  two classess, nam ely  — 

(i) Class A

T h e  carcases shall be w ell-finished, reasonably  well-fleshed, 
o f a good quality  and  derived from  steers or heifers having no 
m ore than  two p erm an en t incisors o r from  bulls, the carcases of 
w hich show no m arked  secondary  m asculine ch a rac te r in the



fo req u arte r an d  also have no p e rm a n en t incisors; o r the 
carcases shall be reasonab ly  w ell-finished, w ell-fleshed, o f  a 
good q u a lity  an d  derived  from  steers o r heifers hav ing  n o t m ore 
th an  two p erm a n en t incisors o r from  bulls, the carcases o f 
w hich show  no m arked  secondary  m asculine ch a rac te r  in  the 
fo req u arte r an d  also have no p e rm a n en t incisors; o r the 
carcases shall be reasonably  finished, very well-fleshed, o f  a 
good q u a lity  an d  derived  from  steers o r heifers hav ing  n o t m ore 
th an  two p erm an en t incisors o r  from  bulls, the carcases o f 
w hich show no m arked  secondary  m asculine ch a rac te r in  the 
fo requarter and  also have no p erm a n en t incisors:

P rovided  th a t no  carcase o f w hich the u d d er has been 
m u tila ted  or rem oved before g rad ing , except for hea lth  
reasons, shall be inc luded  in this grade.

; ii' Class B

T h e  carcases shall be well-finished, reasonably  well-fleshed, 
o f a good q u a lity  and  derived from  steers o r  heifers hav ing  not 
less th a n  th ree  an d  n o t m ore th a n  six p e rm a n en t incisors; 
or the carcases shall be reasonably  well-finished, well-fleshed, 
o f  a good q u a lity  an d  derived  from  steers o r heifers hav ing  no t 
less than th ree or not m ore than  six p e rm anen t incisors:

P rovided  th a t no carcase o f w hich the u d d e r has been 
m u tila ted  o r rem oved before grad ing , except for hea lth  
reasons, shall be inc luded  in  this grade.

Grade 1

G rad e  1 shall be d iv ided in to  th ree classes, nam ely  —

(i; Class A

T h e  carcases shall be reasonably  finished, well-fleshed, o f a 
reasonably  good q uality  an d  derived from  steers, heifers or 
cows hav ing  no m ore th an  two p erm an en t incisors o r f  ont 
bulls w ith  no p erm a n en t incissors; o r the carcases shall be 
reasonably  well-finished, reasonably  well-fleshed, o f a oason- 
ably good q u a lity  and  derived  from  steers, heifers o r cows 
hav ing  not m ore than  two p erm an en t incisors o r from  bulls 
w ith no p erm an en t incisors, 

fii ) Class B

T h e  carcases shall be reasonably  finished, well-fleshed, o f a 
reasonably good quality ' and derived from steers, heifers or 
cows having not less th an  th ree or not m ore than  six perm anen t 
incisors; or the carcases shall be reasonab ly  w ell-finished,



reasonably  well-fleshed, o f a reasonably  good quality  and  
derived  from  steers, heifers o r cows hav ing  not less th an  th ree 
an d  n o t m ore th an  six p e rm a n en t incisors.

(iii) Class C

T h e  carcases shall be reasonably  finished, well-fleshed, o f a 
reasonably  good q uality  an d  derived from  steers, heifers or 
cows hav ing  m ore th a n  six p e rm a n en t incisors b u t o f an  age not 
exceeding five years; o r  the carcases shall be reasonably  
w ell-finished, reasonably  well-fleshed, o f a reasonably  good 
q uality  an d  derived from  steers, heifers or cows hav ing  m ore 
th a n  six p e rm a n en t incisors b u t o f  an  age no t exceeding five 
years; or the carcases shall be well-finished, well-fleshed, of 
a reasonab ly  good q uality  an d  derived from  steers, heifers or 
cows exceeding five years.

(d) Grade 2

T h e  carcases shall be o f  a fair finish, reasonably  fleshed, o f  a fair 
q u a lity  an d  derived  from  steers, heifers o r cows of an  age not 
exceeding five years o r from  bulls w ith  no p erm an en t incisors; or 
the carcases shall be of a fairly good finish, reasonably  well-fleshed, 
o f a fair q u a lity  an d  derived from  steers, heifers o r cows of an  age 
exceeding five years; o r the carcases shall be o f a fair finish, well- 
fleshed an d  derived from  bulls w ith  one or m ore p erm an en t 
incisors.

(e) Grade 3

T h e  carcases shall be e ither o f a fair finish b u t poorly fleshed or 
reasonably  fleshed b u t o f  a poor finish, an d  derived from  steers, 
heifers o r cows of an  age no t exceeding five years o r from  bulls w ith  
no p erm a n en t incisors; o r  the carcases shall be o f a fair finish, 
reasonably  fleshed and  derived from  steers, heifers or cows o f  an 
age exceeding five years; or the  carcases shall be reasonably  
well-fleshed, b u t m ay be o f a poor finish, and  derived from  bulls 
hav ing  one or m ore p e rm a n en t incisors.

(f) Grade 4

Carcases w hich do no t com ply w ith  the requ irem en ts as p re ­
scribed for the aforem entioned grades.

(3) For the purpose o f —

(a) subregulation  (2) (a), (b) an d  (c) (i) an d  (ii) an y  bovine 
an im al (excluding bulls) o f w hich the h ead  has been 
separated  from  the body o r carcase (as the case m ay  be) 
p rio r to the de term in a tio n  by a m eat g rader o f the state of



den tition  o f  such an im al, shall be deem ed to  have been a 
bovine an im al w ith  m ore th an  six p e rm a n en t incisors; 
and

( b ) subregu la tion  (2) (a) to (e) inclusive, any  bu ll o f w hich the 
h ead  has been separated  from  the body or carcase (as the 
case m ay be) p rio r to  the  de term ination  by a m eat g rad e r 
o f the sta te o f  den tition  o f such bull, shall be deem ed to 
have been a bull w ith  one o r m ore p e rm a n en t incisors.

5. (1) T h ere  shall be four grades o f m u tto n , nam ely  P rim e G rade,
G rade 1, G rade  2 and  G rade 3.

(2; T h e  specifications for the various grades of m u tto n  shall be as 
follows —

! a } Class A

(i) Prime Grade

T h e  carcases shall be o f  a p ro p er finish, well-fleshed, o f a 
good q u a lity  a n d  derived  from  w ethers o r ewes, o r the carcases 
m ay be som ew hat defic ien t in  finish b u t m ust be very well- 
fleshed, o f good quality  an d  derived  from  w ethers o r ewes:

P rovided  th a t carcases in  this g rade  shall show a t least a 
fairly even d istribu tion  o f fat and  th a t no carcase of the fat-tail 
type shall be inc luded  in  this grade.

(ii) Grade 1

T h e  carcases shall be o f a fair finish, reasonably  fleshed, and  
derived from  w ethers o r ew es:

P rovided th a t m oderately  over-fat carcases m ay be included 
in this grade.

(iii) Grade 2

T h e  carcases shall be e ither o f  a fair finish an d  poorly 
fleshed o r reasonably  fleshed an d  o f a poor finish, an d  derived 
from  w ethers o r ewes o r from  ram s o f  b e tte r  carcase q aality  
(considered on the basis o f  the q u a lity  o f  ram  c t .  cases):

P rovided th a t m odera te ly  over-fat b u t not grossly over-fat 
carcases m ay be inc luded  in this grade.

(iv) Grade 3
Carcases which do not com ply w ith the requirem ents as 

prescribed for the aforem entioned  grades.

(b) Class B

(i) Grade 1

T h e  carcases shall be o f  a fair finish, reasonably  fleshed, o f a 
fair q u a lity  an d  derived  from  w ethers o r ew es:

Grading' 
specifications 
for m utton
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P rovided  th a t m odera te ly  over-fat carcases m ay be included 
in  this g rade.

. (ii) Grade 2

T h e  carcases shall be e ither o f a  fair finish an d  poorly fleshed 
o r reasonably  fleshed an d  o f a poor finish, an d  derived from 
w ethers o r ewes or from  ram s of b e tte r  carcase q uality  (con­
sidered on the basis o f th e  q u a lity  o f  ram  carcases):

P rovided  th a t m oderately  over-fat b u t no t grossly over-fat 
carcases m ay be inc luded  in  this grade.

(iii) Grade 3

Carcases w hich  do no t com ply w ith  the  requ irem en ts as 
prescribed  for the aforem entioned  grades.

6. (1) T h ere  shall be four grades o f lam b, nam ely  S uper G rade,
G rad e  1, G rad e  2 an d  G rad e  3.

(2) T h e  specifications for the various grades o f lam b shall be as fol­
lows —

(a.) Super Grade

T h e  carcases shall be of a p ro p er finish, well-fleshed, o f a good 
q u a lity  an d  derived from  w ether o r ewe lam bs o r from  ram  lam bs 
whose carcases show  little m asculine ch a rac te r; o r the carcases m ay 
be som ew hat deficient in  finish b u t should  be very well-fleshed, of 
good q u a lity  an d  derived from  w ether o r ewe lam bs o r from  ram  
lam bs whose carcases show little  m asculine ch a rac te r:

P rov ided  th a t carcases in  this g rad e  shall show a t least a fairly 
even d is tribu tion  o f  fat an d  th a t no  carcase o f  the fat-ta il type shall 
be inc luded  in  this grade.

(b) Grade 1

T h e  carcases shall be o f  a fa ir finish, reasonably  fleshed and 
derived  from  w ether o r ewe lam bs o r  from  ram  lam bs, whose 
carcases show no m arked  m asculine c h a ra c te r :

P rovided  th a t m oderately  over-fat carcases m ay be inc luded  in 
this grade.

(c) Grade 2

T h e  carcases shall be e ith er o f a fair finish and  poorly fleshed or 
reasonab ly  fleshed an d  o f  a  poor finish an d  derived from  w ether, 
ewe o r ram  la m b s :

P rovided  th a t m oderately  over-fat b u t not grossly over-fat 
carcases m ay be inc luded  in  this grade.



(d j Grade 3

Carcases which do not com ply w ith  the requirem ents as p re­
scribed for the aforem entioned  grades.

7. (1) I f  the  ow ner o f any carcase o r the agen t o f  such ow ner is not Appeals
satisfied w ith the decision of a m eat g rader in regard  to, the grad ing  against 

of th a t carcase, he shall be en titled  to ap p eal to the D irec to r against th a t 
dec ision :

P rovided th a t his in ten tion  to do so is conveyed to th a t m eat g rader before 
such carcase is rem oved from  the place w here it has been graded.

(2) T h e  m eat g rad e r m ay app ly  to the carcase, in respect o f w hich he 
has u nder subregu la tion  (1) been inform ed th a t an  appeal is con tem plated , 
a m ark  w hich he considers necessary for iden tification  purposes.

(3) N o appeal u n d er subregu la tion  (1) shall be considered unless it is 
lodged w ith  the m eat g rad e r in charge a t the place w here the carcase in 
question  has been g raded , on  the day  on  w hich  the  decision w hich is the 
subject o f th a t appeal, is given and  is accom pan ied  by a deposit o f R 30  in the 
case o f  an  ap p eal against the g rad in g  o f  one b ee f carcase an d  additionally , 
or alternatively , RIO in the case o f an appeal against the g rad ing  o f  one 
lam b or m u tto n  carcase.

(4j W here an  ow ner or agen t sim ultaneously lodges m ore than  one 
appeal in term s o f subregulation  (31 the deposit in respect o f each such 
appeal o th e r th an  the first shall be R 4 in the case o f every add itiona l beef 
carcase an d  R l  in  the case of every add itiona l lam b  or m u tto n  carcase.

(5) A carcase in  respect o f w hich an  appeal has been lodged in  term s of 
subregu la tion  (3) shall be kept in  cold storage by the person in  charge o f the 
a b a tto rir  a t w hich the  an im al from  w hich th a t carcase is derived was 
slaughtered .

(6) Carcases in  respect o f w hich an  appeal has been lodged shall be 
s to red , in  the case o f  beef carcases, in  the form  o f  w hole sides an d  in  the case 
o f lam b  an d  m u tto n  carcases in  the  form  o f w hole carcases.

(7) T h e  D irec to r shall designate a person o r persons w ho shall decide 
any  ap p ea l as soon as possible a n d  n o t la te r  th a n  seven days afte r the  date  
on  w hich it  has been lodged w ith  the  m e a t g rad e r concerned, an d  the 
decision o f  such person o r persons shall be final.

(8) T h e  person o r persons designated  in  term s o f  subregulation  (7) to 
decide an  ap p ea l shall cause th e  ap p lican t o r his agen t to  be notified o f  the 
place, d a te  an d  tim e a t  w hich  the  appeal w ill be decided, as soon as possible, 
b u t in  an y  case n o t less th a n  two hours before the tim e fixed for the appeal, in 
o rd er to  enab le  the ap p e llan t or his agen t to identify  the carcase or carcases 
w hich have been stored  by the person in  charge o f  the ab a tto ir  as aforesaid.
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(9) T h e  person or persons designated  as aforesaid to decide an  appeal 
m ay afte r th e  carcase or carcases have been  identified  in  term s o f  subregu­
la tion  (8) request all persons (includ ing  the ap p e llan t and  his agent) to 
vacate the room  in w hich the appeal is to be decided un til such tim e as the 
decision has been reached.

(10) Im m ed ia te ly  after the appeal has been decided, the person or 
persons w ho decided the appeal shall a c q u a in t the ap p e llan t o r his agen t of 
the decision arrived  a t, an d  if  th e  ap p eal is being  dism issed, a t the request o f 
the ap p e lla n t o r his agent, sta te  the reasons for such dismissal.

(11) T h e  am o u n t deposited in  respect o f  any appeal shall be forfeited if 
the ap p eal is dism issed, o r if  the carcase o r carcases to  w hich it relates are not 
identified  by the ap p e llan t o r his agen t a t the place, d a te  an d  rim e notified 
to him  in term s of subregulation  (8):

P rovided  th a t if  an  ap p eal has been lodged in  respect o f  m ore th an  one 
carcase an d  the  appeal is dismissed in  respect o f some o f such carcases , the 
ap p e lla n t shall forfeit an  am o u n t w hich bears the  sam e percen tage in 
re la tion  to the to ta l deposit as the n u m b er o f carcases in  respect o f w hich the 
appeal is dism issed bears to  the to ta l n u m b er o f carcases in  w hich the appeal 
has been lodged.

8. T h e  G ra d in g  an d  M ark ing  o f Carcases R egulations, 1968 are 
revoked.

D ated  the 9 th  day of M arch , 1972.

A. M o g w e , 
Permanent Secretary, 
Office o f  the President.
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